

Dear Howard, 8/22/77 

Thanks audi for your B/*$/Tl and ths enclosures, especially those reifctins to cy 
efforts to obtain tho K«*e of Transfer. 

Tho meeting wa not in Rowley's office, x never mot Rewioy. 1 t was in ?oa Kelley' a 
and I vac there several tizea. This tixic vs.a not the tir-o of the meeting with Roll ay, 

‘'off and Warner - it was later, 

It tells an even more Byzantine story than you perceive, 

1 trusted those Secret Sierviae people to keep their word, as 1 kept and have kept nine, 

Thi3 makes it clear that they have not been honest with ae because I should have 
received those records in reupeaao to ay PA request. I am sure there are others they have 
cot given you. 

Please bear in Blind in all of this that if either tho Secret Service or tho PBI 
over really retreated frstc their aen-on decision arrived at independently by each that 
pne bullet did not hit both J FX and Connally I have soon no indication, of it. Certainly 
no record. Certainly also David Acheaon was not aware cf this, from his ladiax aeae of 11///66. 

I feel confident that Kelley knew before hia 11/13/70 that tho Archives had withhold 
from me the copy of the memo of transfer he b yd given // ns through the Archives, 

There were conversations between Secret Service and DJ after this. Kelley reported 
then to me, fie said that DJ told Mm not to give me a copy. 

Of course I hav* received none of this in response to ry PA request of DJ. I have 
received a little recently fron the FBI and nothing er next to nothing froa the Dept, 

To a degree the related correspondence you have just been given in both false and self- 
serving.The most obvious aspect in thwt the ees3nti.nl materials were not the property of 
the Kennedy family. They were, literally snd legally, the property of the Havy. The simplest 
way to have solved this problem, absent the official intent to lay everything on the Ken- 
nedy family, wan to return all the radical stuff to the Kavy. The Havy* a regulations wore 
explicit on the reuireaeat to preserve these things, as I new recall for 50 years. 

Ache son' s m es ao is net really consistent with his record on this, as you csy recall 
freu ths copy of Aide Whalen's nemo on his aeating(s) with Aebison when he was preparing 
his SatEvePost piece* However, during thero meetings the time did corns whcnAcho son seemed 
to change. I suggest this represent the timo and the cause, 

Dick and his wife went up to aeo me at Eyattatown before cold weather in 1966. I do 
not recall the oxaot date. We were friendly for a whilo. Hi a kids used to e-ill me Uncle Harold. 
I'd stop off and visit with then when I wan returning from Washington, They then were on 
my way. They lived an Macomb NW, between Wisconsin and Massassachusotts. 

I just do not believe that all those many government lawyers did not realize until 
the last minute that there was this problem with the autopsy materials. Rather do I believe 
it was the crescendo of criticism of the Commission's conclusions of that the, 1 do not 
recall what Hark -ana was saying but he way lacing the country with expert appearances 
arranged by bis experl-need publisher. I do know that I was getting much attention and on 
all occasions did go into the front neck wound as one of entrance. 

In his middle paragraph on tho socond page Achcooa does go into what 1 was saying. I 
now have an FBI account of a TV show. ■Hccords wore destroyed. I produced the proof on TV 
fron the facsimile of the certification of it in Whitewash . Tho fellas doctors did state 
that the front neck wound was from tho front. I used this the same way. '^his was altered 
at the Havy hospital, as we now know. Wo also know that relevant evidence was suppressed, 
as I also charged. As 1 now recall I was emphasizing the absence of the prosector's notes. 


Of this I'm certain, and that x have much correspondence with the Archive? over it. It 

is H’-' ty I the# hud and used othar evid'jncu of this. 

’ihe xcbecon memo ilse discloses that tnoso people were oenaing each other. Like Ilia 
saying "The department UnrtTrtirTt (Justice) feared" that without the autopsy uatorial, 
p this charge coulu n«ver be disproved.” t- c s r . ln ff frowick shot* >Jell, the one way i j 
could with certainty be disproved, in tho same of total destruction of the official 
story, is with that autopsy material. On this ono point if that material is believed 
it shews no sample taken fron she wound for oxusination and it does show £ ratten tution 
in that area, which precludes the official version of no f ragjnantatlea. Moreover, if t.ria 
material had been availa&ls then 1 as sum thavo would have teen a hue and cry ever tl*3 
overt codieai false &w>:-ariii(S about this and the failure of traa commission to take any 
testino/iy from tie radiologist or the raedinal photographer. As y*u knew when U did get 
a panel of expert to examine this material regardless of their soaantica thay utterly 
destroyed tho official account of the crxae and the shooting and the autopsy. 

At the bottom of page 371 of ‘-arl tfarrea'a rt csoires hs reioro too generally to this 
panel. J ohn P. Roeho has dace taken full credit for talking LAJ into this, (l noto tnat 
in the editor ’a explanation at the end of page 712 ha completely calif iruc what Senator 
Russell told ae and I reported accurately and he went public with, if in a more limited 
way, vhsa ha Baev ho was dying.) 

The last wort! in the Achasen cisao is "attachments." They have not been provided to you. 

This ma mjn tf i« n tired. I did not begin that way. In fact as oven as I was dressed 
I walked 2,000 years, and a little more than an hour later another 10Q0. I boliava thi3 ie 
not only good in general but helps with the limited circulation. However, whoa X walked 
about 400 coxa yarn when I got the nail it nsacs to hove tired re. >o maybe I'm forgetting 
iiome Sintter? that voulr! otherwise be obvious* 

1’arhj.ps this is partial explanation of the total noi i— o osipilonce with my PA/FOIA 
requests for si- files on ae going back to \/71. Where I have received sane re eras they 
aro incccaplato. There are a number of factors, I'n convinced. If I have the ii&e I'm 
confident I'll prove interference with ay publishing capabilities in tiie manner you know. 
UnH 1 .-Q I^me I was not wild charges and I was not clierjing wholesale conspiracies. 

An FBI report from ^ev York cc. tho first Alan Burke show I did ia quite inf orsiative on 
this. Tho NY FO actually seated to like what 1 3sdd and how I said it. That ended cs soon 
as they and It i 3 new dear others were fed tho 7icious red-baiting I'abricationa of the FBI. 
(if you'd like to borrow a a- 1 of the ^unread and. hasty) noto I made let ae knew. About 
20 1 -spaced pages.) 

It was in the tin*- frame of the Achason memo and this record-making that I spok3 to 
halcolc Kilduf?, vho led mn to believe he saw what I was saying about the hazard to the 
‘Vsedy family ia the seemingly official nature of the mneheater connection, told me 
there he would be, after a long pause, and how to get him, that no would be incognito or 
others would not know (ihe Pierre in NYC) anti that he agreed it tftia necessary for the 
ffan-r j to detach itself free, -Wichaotsr’a writing, of which I know fr^i Snglsad. Aether 
Si* thoro there is this oouncctloc., it did fol-cw clcsely upon his trip to ow York* Cno 
service hia p.r. clients does not have to keep his whereabouts secret. 

If you think it is relevant to your own inquiries, especially with Archives and decret 
Service, to ask if they were favored with any of the Hoover vonoci, ask and ask for copies. 

If the re 2 wa s63 x gave you are not adequate, draft others and I'll sign thorn. The FBI laid 
that on all AGs, all oth->r lawyers, an jach other and even on the State of ienn©83eo whan. 

1 did the investigation that r -ally did undo the "solution" to the "-.log assassination. Sow 
that I have partial proof of this 1 think ths odd attitude of tiie judge, who openly disliked 
as fro-x -the first, which ia uhat caused But net to use ns as a witness. *t -?as so clear 
to as 1 agrrod. This may havo teen a great idstaks. I'd have bean able to wreck all that 
combination of fabrication cud sdarupa’escntation ad lid. I t h i nk it could have turned the 
evidentiary hearing around. (As you know 1 never was and nevers could be a communist and 


could never have enceptod any surrender of any independnjxce of belief if I'd been, tempted.) 
y an you imagine the uproar if they tried to poll that 3uff about os celebrating the ^overa- 
bar Kua.i&n ^evolution in 3c?t»b*r yet when it w«9 sn outing of the Jewish welfare beard 
far Masfcinsto-area service personnel after tiie hi^h holidays. Total fabrication, when 1 first 
wrote you and **1® about this i did it off the top of the head. It was not only rabbie 
who brought youngsters and others to see live animals, ogga hatching and ail of 

fowl aou eggs oviug laid, Ikera were aboasuadvrs, aaaawru, othaxa iu^shc diplomacy, 
p=opj.e frst: various executive gcnciss, r*i porters froa the *«w York j^^iues to B3C, then 
il s:i ^Oo.cn, usually with nrall kinds. Chofc of some reknowi, magazine editors. That court- 
room vaald have rocked if they had triad such outrageous tactics, But the fact is this 
vencm in repeated like ritual in all the internal FSI m-sacs I' ve received, even minor 
LaDcratory pevaenael r posting it like they were rsadinr: b^ade. I oanAt believe 

this won net aiiuaod wherever so. re character thought it could l:ad to refuels of information. 
In.-xiis DJ tbi? is explicit enough as a reason. 

e y hunch is that rfith the Archives this began rijht aCtor Marion Johnson ' 3 call to 
the FBI on 11 / 3 / 66 , when .1 asked for th*5 rw.ult3 cf thft opectrOr?r*tphic exssdnations. I 
have* a carbon ?f^ what I wrote J ia about thl3 last right. Keswin;<: for you. That nonsense 

Ctzanlnghaa g&vo Johnson to give e» has been, the official lira cince. Then he told the 

FBI braaa that he had said nothing at all and then followed with his version of the red- 
baiting. They have that on hand in the F3I Lab? Yet it vau i^iediato. 

Ht.ior before this or with ttia I will bo sending what I've dust obtained frea Dr. 

iihoads and the irchivee that beers or discrimination against ss and the fast that they 
knew ;Just about all the members and staff took Warren Coarrissicn records woth then, ^his 
is the first time Rhoads has signed a letter in a long time. I think I've also asked if 
the autopsy nitea were included in tne “emo of Transfer material. My chain of poc esoion 
is complete to that point. response. If you think thia io within your requests and you 
want to follow up - it io related tc the .kuao of ■‘rnasfer, your ecquaet - by til netjes tie 
it. I^u rather you did now because 1 have 00 couch lees time. 

In ti-.c you should receive other contemporaneous records like that of Acheson. I 
am confident that when you do you. will find what I have said all along, that there was a 
concerted official effort to lay all blase for all inadequacies on the Kennedy family. 

bcco not witting, like iSheson and perhaps eth r lawyers, were the captives cf those on 
&ho® they Cd.ptnded for inforaatiou. *race this back and you'll find a spook behind each 
ullage! fact or account. 

I find it interastins that Aehssan's nawe was later typed in on the 14/4/C6 memo to 
tho secretary od the • reasury. 

I've taksn tiste in the hope it can h*lp you. I add one further indication of the 
anti-Kennedy intent frees the first. There has been this campaign that the Ltmtstfyo, 
cap. Bobby, kept the ^osi iasiou from aoelx.± the autopsy pictures and X-rays I have 
repeatedly printed proof that the Ceeaission had than* L’ow Earl Warren's itaaoires a sty a 
they did have t.iom. Jut this has received no attexition. --nd barren does not address the 
point I first raised in my first books they wore "beat evidence " not for inclusion in 
qkat the '‘oatwl anion rlsaa released publicly but an tlxe basis of the tsstiony uf thn doctors 
who testified to medical evidence and the autopsy, ^ere, especially when all the testimony 
van tken in secret auc labolleu top secret, thors simply was no question cf bad taste or 
of privacy. 


Best, 


